THE BEST IN INTERNATIONAL DESIGN AND DECORATION

Jinunry
Ry
14 200

i
Pt T

S
i

il

B, |

3 - e
CAPABILITY BROWMS
i l- P

| o | o t'I['-,'-_-_\-

'Il_

LEGALY

12

- DECORA BESPOKE o=

. XTILES W s ----m:. MIRRORS LAMPSHADES =
T e _——

T o :



Jp'olo |")'0 momng‘

On the Caribbean island of Mustique; interior designer Veere Grenney has
redesioned a bamboo house that isastudy in néeutrals and natural mater s,
sof off by the green -ni the Imlmamtlau]#nnu the glmmual}'u{* of Lhmwmn
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THIS PAGE Perched on a hill, the howse snd garden make (he most of the island’s kush vegetation, with & slairwsy that leads down Ee the ouldooar dining anea
by Galicasix By beach OPPOSITE Inthe mae Buldng, the 15-metre-Rand, operplan 4illing and dining foorm i2 desorabed in imisr poulral s bl Bambad
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usthiyue, in the Saint
Vincent and the
Gromadines growp ol
Caribbe=an islands, is
just &2 square miles,
yei il exoris o Tz
net bo far baoyond e
size, The 3rd Raron
Gleacanner, Colin
ol Tennant, whio hnaght
the izland in 1958 for L45000, had hoped to grow
cotton there, When that plan failed, he decided to
ke it into an exclusive holiday setting for his friends
and divided the island into 120 plots, In 1960, ina
brilliant PR coup, he gave the first 10-acre site 1o his
friend Princess Margarel, Her home, Les Jolies Baux,
was decoruted ina cosy, Home Counties Peter Jones
sivle, but since then, the Bland has attracted the mega
rich, some of wiom leok on a plot as their chance to
Fgibed 1 [:Inl.il.i._‘l.‘ ko= i the .'-II..iI.I:rI" ! HRoman pa Lz,
a Japanese temple or a high-tech, futuristic bex.
Intizricer ||er1;1:||:'1' Visre [ir-l-nrlr-;.' Kniws ?ﬂu:-.-lie'ur_'

woerl |, anad haad alveady desigiasd bl Cadosei lhomes for
this client before he bought one of the island's most
unusual howses in 2007, Veeredoaoribea it as ‘o beach
I'..'-||I1.'., ulittle Robinson Crusoe bamboeo F-nr.urli:w' The
criginzl bouse had been built in the Seventies by ihe
Swenlish architect Amme ][:lt:u*lu:p.':ikt for the Amcrican
-ill:l'll"l‘ll'\-illJ.l: |1_1.'|l:|r'|l|l 'l-|:|r_'.' Wells Lawrence and har
nirline |1:I'|"l.i|'|l'lll huashmnad 'II1|n:|ir||J; 1amwrenae, 1'!;41_';
used the plase almost as & bathing hut for their wasi
home ot the top of the iskand.

When Veere and his team first encountered the
howse in 2008, o tropical storm had ripped ofT some
of the roofing and caused a eliff fall below the house.
'|'|'|1,'_'.-' winlied into the mnin h-1|i|-:!||1_g' Lo cliscover the
originzl Serge Roche standard lamps encrusted with
delaris wnsd 1!-.|x1. Lhie =hizll wall .'-Lgh!_\. wr-_'g'!wd :|.r||'| the
bamboo walleovering looking shably. With the help
ol architect Alain Bouveer of ABA, VieeEm le:rll:u':t
everything back to its bones, expanded the living
space, installed a new lagger kielen and recon g
uresd mny of the rooms,

Thiz main building - two separate side pavilions
hosise the main bedroom, spare rooms and children’s
rogms - intludes the great room, & magnificent living
space ot the top of the howse. At 15 metres long, i18s
1 combimed sitbing i -:|in'i:|1g aren, its walles wnd
pitched ceiling completely re-clad in 10em-diameter
eured bamban stnlks. It is open to the slements on
four sides, =0 sea breeses keep it eool, although storm

windows are stored In cupboards for when bad
weitler threatens. The room Feoes west wnd gets
Deautilul afternoon lght wied o grandstand siew of
the daily extravaganza of the Caribbean sunsct.

The bumbeoao, o traditional building material in the
Gironndines, come From nr-,'l.rh:, Saint Vincent, whero
it i& always harvested when the moon = on the wane,
The belief is that termites -IIIJ'il"]-CIII.' devemur 1r|.:,"|'|||.|:r|||'mn
et when the EApg l"i’l-ilil'{.i"\"l.'rl onre Ll wood i enred.
The team then went in search of vintaee bambon
furniture and boght it in container loads, mostly
from Los Angeles and Minmi, and often through
Istdibs. The eoffee tables and side cahbinets in
the great moom were designed by Yeere Grenney
Associates and made by Lincoln Cato, and Sooane
made replicas of one of the original shell sconces for
the wallz. Bush matting was laid on the sustainable
5-:..'||:|:|=|c wand oors and Veere psbed Raoul Textibes to
recolour its huge palm-leal design "Exoficus’ in
bamboo chades for the wofa coviers.

The main bedroom sulte in a side pavillon continnes
the bamboo theme, Nothing is allowed o jar with the
warm, woody atinssphene - even the bathrooms have
vintage copper bathtubs with black and weathered-
bronze taps. "We didn't want that white poreelain
Ehn‘,' LT Veore, "The Bl of the .'r.l'.:,' nov] sew nnd the
vivid greon of the lush vegetation are the only colours
allowed. Plants surround o new space down at sea
|!'11'|. R, ﬁ'h!"n“" |‘|'|l'n“' % an -:'-llll:hl"t-l‘ -1Jn'h‘v|'| r|i1llﬁ!.|:
aren with o smnll kitchen and shower, and & '|'¢'rﬁ=-|'1
apot for sunbathing. From herve, you can dive ar flop
straight into the blue waber of Gelliceaux Bay beach,

It is & favourite spot for the owner. Although he is
the proprictor of the Sovile Row tailor Huntsman, he
prefers to entertain here in bare feet and shorts. *You
cian have 30 people for lunch on the wwier and they
can go straight from the dining table to the sea - it's
|i|w your owin '|1|'n'i|l|:_' glg'.l.nlu:' ul.|l-'n.=l1=r xrimmmg
pool,” he says. Houses with direct aceess to an empty
whitezand beackare mre, even m Mustigue, He |y
the spare arsthetle of the bamboo, too, "1 is not over-
whelming, just a very simple and pure design, i
irying io impress, nesthed in the leaves, just hanging
o thee 1l 10 just unigue,” e says. The amssaming
aspect of Mustiqas is what first attracted him to the
izland. "There ore no l'hi.g xhnpﬂ, nnjol akis, mo sun
loungers on the beach, 1% in many wovs the most
si'rn::-l-l' plucs with the mast r-|:-|:|l|.|:~l icnbedd |:|-r'|:-|.1]|=' 0
Faera -I".'-:n'.llm-lr_.l Amsoerades: (NI FI5T 7Ty
ceeregrenneil et | AR O20-FO28 1288

OPPOSITE CLOCHWISE FROM TOF LEFT The oufcoor dineng area nas a peni -style lable ard bendhes made from cant concrete, Beiow
fha sitking anddinkng reom is the TV room, b which the wads and (eding ane clad in thie same oured baendos fram Saint Vingent.
A vintage copper Tree-5Tanding tub froumy The Waber Monopaly SITS ina DaiRrooimL The main Desrooem, ina pavilion, ks a Ded inom Soane
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